Dogs in Trucks
(contributed by Josephine Banyard, DVM)

A few months ago we had a dog brought in that had been traveling in the back of the owner's truck (NOT a good idea).

For some reason the dog decided to jump out. He was on a leash. It took the owners a few seconds to pull over to the edge of the highway and stop the car. By this time the damage was done. The pressure of the leash had caused damage to his neck, resulting in paralysis of his right foreleg. Despite the time we gave him for the nerve damage to repair itself, he ended up losing the leg.

Dogs do not understand what will happen if they jump out of a moving vehicle. Please have your dog secured inside the truck. You can cross tie the leash so there is no way the dog can jump out. You can also get safety harnesses. Better still is to have your pet in a pet carrier.

When traveling in winter, make sure your pet is protected from inclement weather. When traveling at high speeds, the winds are freezing and can freeze thin areas of tissue, such as the ears.

